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B YL AWS  O F THE ASS OC I ATI ON  OF B A Y A RE A GOV E RN ME NT S 
 

As Amended June 11, 2020 
 

ARTICLE I.  PURPOSE 
 

The Association of Bay Area Governments (hereinafter "Association") is hereby created 
as a separate entity established by agreement among its members pursuant to the Joint Exercise of 
Powers Act, California Government Code Sections 6500, et seq. (hereinafter "Act"). The 
Association is organized for the purposes of establishing a permanent forum for discussion and 
study of regional and subregional problems of interest and concern to the counties and cities of the 
San Francisco Bay Area, developing policies and actions, and providing services and undertaking 
actions addressing such problems. 
 

ARTICLE II.  DEFINITIONS 
 

A. "Agreement" means the Agreement with the Association of Bay Area Governments 
entered into under the Act by the Association Members. 
 

B. "Association" means the Association of Bay Area Governments as established by 
the Agreement and these Bylaws. 
 

C. "Executive Board" means the Association's President, Vice President and 
Immediate Past President and the body of representatives which meet from time to time as 
provided in these Bylaws to govern the affairs of the Association between meetings of the General 
Assembly. 
 

D. "General Assembly" means the body of the delegates of the Members of the 
Association as set forth in these Bylaws. 
 

E. City, county, or city and county members of the Association may be referred to as 
"Members." 
 

F. "Delegate" means a delegate of a Member of the Association to the General 
Assembly, or the alternate acting in the delegate's absence. 
 

G. 
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J. "Subregional Problem" means an issue concerning the public health, safety or 
welfare of one or more of the Association's Members, a solution to which may require 
intergovernmental cooperation or assistance of the Association. 
 

ARTICLE III.  MEMBERSHIP 
 

A. MEMBERS 
 

(1) The counties of Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Mateo, Santa Clara, 
Solano, and Sonoma, the City and County of San Francisco, and within the area of such counties 
all cities and incorporated towns (hereinafter referred to as "cities") now existing or formed in the 
future are eligible for membership in the Association. 
 

(2) All eligible cities and counties become Members of the Association upon execution 
of the Agreement and payment of the annual assessment and annual membership fee. 
 

B. COOPERATING MEMBERS 
 

(1) Subject to the approval of the Executive Board or the Executive Director as set forth 
in Article III.B(4), any governmental entity, public agency, or non-profit organization not eligible 
for membership under Article III.A of these Bylaws may elect to join the Association as a 
Cooperating Member. 
 

(2) Cooperating Members shall be entitled to attend all meetings of the General 
Assembly and of the Executive Board, but shall not be entitled to vote or participate in debate. No 
Cooperating Member shall be considered a "contracting party" as that term is used in the Act. 
 

(3) Cooperating Members shall be entitled to receive data, studies, planning 
documents, special services, and other written materials and services of the Association subject to 
policies adopted by the Executive Board. 
 

(a) The Executive Director of the Association may approve the admission of 
any governmental entity or public agency electing to join the Association as a Cooperating 
Member pursuant to this Article III.B. 
 

(b) The Executive Board of the Association may approve the admission of any 
non-profit organization electing to join the Association as a Cooperating Member pursuant to this 
Article III.B. 
 

ARTICLE IV.  POWERS 
 

A. GENERAL 
 

The Association may exercise in its own name the following powers when the exercise of 
these powers is necessary to, in furtherance of, or in support of the Association, the exercise of 
any other powers provided for in these Bylaws or the Agreement, or any other authorized activity 
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C. POWERS AND FUNCTIONS 

 
The powers and functions of the General Assembly shall include: 

 
(1) Exercising as appropriate all of the powers of the Association as set forth in these 

Bylaws or the Agreement. The General Assembly shall have the power to limit the Executive 
Board's exercise of any power or authority set aside to the Executive Board under these Bylaws. 
 

(2) Any delegate may at any meeting of the General Assembly propose a subject or 
subjects for study by the Association. The General Assembly may take action upon such proposals 
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of representatives to the Executive Board shall become effective biennially on July 1. 
 

(4) Staggered Terms. The terms of the representatives to the Executive Board shall be 
staggered so that the terms of approximately one-half of the representatives expire each year. The 
terms of the representatives of the cities in the counties of Alameda, Marin, Napa, San Francisco 
(mayor and representative), and Santa Clara, and the representatives of the counties of Contra 
Costa, San Mateo, Solano, and Sonoma shall expire in the even- numbered years; the terms of the 
representatives of the cities in the counties of Contra Costa, San Mateo, Solano, and Sonoma, and 
the representatives of the counties of Alameda, Marin, Napa, San Francisco (representatives of the 
Board of Supervisors), and Santa Clara shall expire in the odd-numbered years. 
 

(5) Officers. The President and the Vice President of the Association shall be 
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, respectively, of the Executive Board. 
 

(6) Duties. 
 

(a) The Executive Board shall have the budgetary duties and responsibilities 
set forth in Article XI. 
 

(b) The Executive Board shall submit a full report of its activities at the General 
Assembly's annual meeting. 

 
(c) Subject to any constraint or limitation imposed by the General Assembly, 

the Executive Board shall exercise all powers of the Association between meetings of the General 
Assembly; provided that, the Executive Board shall not amend these Bylaws, nor shall it exercise 
the budgetary powers reserved to the General Assembly under Article XI of the these Bylaws 
except as provided in Article XI B (5). 
 

(d) The Executive Board shall be responsible for carrying out policy decisions 
made by the General Assembly. 
 

(e) Recommendations from committees for policy actions shall be made to the 
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Board. 
 

C. ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
 

There shall be an Administrative Committee of the Executive Board of the Association 
whose composition shall be determined by the Executive Board and which shall, subject to any 
constraint or limitation imposed by the Executive Board or the General Assembly, exercise all 
powers of the Executive Board between meetings of the Executive Board; provided that, the 
Administrative committee shall not: 
 

(1) Amend the Agreement or Bylaws; 
 

(2) Exercise the budgetary duties of the Executive Board set forth in Article XII; 
 

(3) Exercise the powers of appointment of officers as set forth in Article IX. 
 

The Administrative Committee shall meet upon the call of the President or Vice President 
and in compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act. Further, the Administrative Committee shall 
submit a full report of its activities to the Executive Board at the first meeting immediately 
following the Administrative Committee meeting. 
 

ARTICLE VIII. VOTING 
 

A. Voting in the General Assembly shall be conducted in the following manner: 
 

(1) A quorum of the General Assembly shall consist of a majority of the city delegates 
and a majority of the county delegates. 
 

(2) Each county delegate and each city delegate shall have one vote. Votes shall be 
tabulated separately for county delegates and for city delegates.  The affirmative votes of a majority 
of a quorum of county delegates and of a majority of a quorum of city delegates are required for 
action by the General Assembly, except as provided for in Article XIV. 
 

B. Voting in General Assembly meetings may be either by voice or roll call vote. A 
roll call vote shall be conducted upon the demand of five delegates present, or at the discretion of 
the presiding officer. 
 

C. Voting in the Executive Board shall be conducted in the following manner: 
 

(1) A majority of the voting members of the Executive Board shall constitute a quorum. 
 

(2) The affirmative votes of a majority of the members present provided that there is a 
quorum are required for action by the Executive Board. 
 

D. Except as the Executive Board may otherwise provide, all other committees of the 
Association may act upon the affirmative vote of a majority of the committee members present. 
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ARTICLE IX. OFFICERS, ELECTIONS AND VACANCIES 

 
A. Officers of the Association shall be: 

 
(1) The President, who shall serve as Chairperson of the Executive Board and General 

Assembly. 
 

(2) The Vice President, who shall serve as Vice Chairperson of the Executive Board 
and General Assembly. 
 

(3) The Immediate Past President. 
 

(4) An Executive Director and a Legal Counsel to be appointed by and serve at the 
pleasure of the Executive Board. Section 2.1 of the Contract for Services, dated May 30, 2017, 
between ABAG and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) (the CS) provides that 
MTC’s Executive Director shall perform the functions and duties with respect to ABAG and the 
local collaboration programs that were formerly performed by ABAG’s Executive Director.  For 
purposes of these Bylaws, so long as the CS is in effect, references to the “Executive Director” 
shall be deemed to refer to the MTC Executive Director. Section 3.4 of the CS provides that legal 
services shall be performed by MTC’s Office of General Counsel.  Subject to the terms of the CS 
pertaining to potential conflicts of interest, obtaining outside specialized legal services, and the 
discretion of ABAG or the local collaboration programs to directly retain outside counsel, 
references in these Bylaws to the legal counsel shall be deemed to refer to the MTC Office of 
General Counsel. 
 

B. The President and Vice President of the Association shall be elected biennially by 
secret ballot of supervisors, mayors and city councilmembers of member jurisdictions. 
Nominations for the offices of the President and Vice President shall be by petition of at least 
fifteen (15) mayors, councilmembers or supervisors. A plurality vote shall be required for election 
to any office. All other election procedures shall be determined by the Executive Board, provided 
that these procedures shall be disseminated to all member jurisdictions at least thirty (30) days 
prior to the date determined and designated for counting of secret ballots. If, at the close of 
nominations, only one candidate is nominated for President or for Vice President, the election 
procedures may waive the ballot requirement and provide, instead, that the nominee be declared 
elected to that office. 
 

C. The President and Vice President shall be either a councilmember of a Member city 
or a supervisor of a Member county of the Association, or a General Assembly delegate or alternate 
or Executive Board representative or alternate representative from the City and County of San 
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Vice President and Immediate Past President is two (2) years. 
 

(2) If the President vacates his/her office as required by Article IX.C. or any other 
reason, the Vice President shall assume the office of President for the balance of the original 
term. If the balance of the original term is less than five hundred forty-eight (548) calendar days, 
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1987-88, in the case of newly incorporated cities, until such time as an official census is 
conducted and population is established therewith, the population as estimated by the Executive 
Director shall be used for assessment purposes. 
 

(1) The General Assembly shall adopt a per capita rate or rates of assessment for each 



BYLAWS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS 

-15- 
ABAG Bylaws June 11, 2020  


	BYLAWS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS
	B. INFORMATION GATHERING
	C. STUDIES
	D. REGIONAL PLANNING
	E. POLICIES AND ACTIONS
	F. INTERAGENCY COOPERATION
	G. INFORMATION, SERVICES, AND ASSISTANCE
	H. POWER TO FINANCE PROPERTY FOR MEMBERS
	I. SELF-INSURANCE POOLS
	J. OTHER POWERS
	B. MEETINGS
	C. POWERS AND FUNCTIONS
	B. MEETINGS
	C. ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE
	B. BUDGET
	C. YEARLY MEMBERSHIP ASSESSMENT
	D. METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
	E. ANNUAL AUDIT
	F. ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE
	G. DATE OF PAYMENT

